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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable. 
Display Conditions: 
Not Applicable. 
Descriptive Note: 
Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The Classification Office classifies the magazine Hard-Core 49 as: 

Objectionable. 

The magazine contains high resolution colour photo features with accompanying text. 
Both the photo features and the text are sexually explicit with a particular focus upon 
anal and vaginal intercourse, and female and male genitalia, in a manner which 
degrades and dehumanises the participants. The magazine’s content presents 
females only as orifices, or repositories for penises and ejaculate throughout. Men are 
often presented only as erect penises. Women are also presented with objects such 
as a police baton inserted into their vagina or anus in a manner that is degrading and 
dehumanising. These depictions are presented solely for the pleasure of the male 
readership. 

The magazine also presents the female participants, and women in general, as having 
few other interests in life apart from engaging in sexual intercourse. The impact of 
these depictions is strong. Although some balance is achieved by providing full body 
shots of the participants, this fails to mitigate the impact of the publication as a whole 
which dehumanises and degrades the participants, the women especially, and women 
in general. 

Section 14 of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 (NZBR Act) is considered in 
classifying this magazine. However, it is considered in this instance that an 
objectionable classification is a reasonable and justified limitation of the rights and 
freedoms contained in si 4 of the NZBR Act given the likely injury to the public good. 
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